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PENNSYLVANIA HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH LEAGUE 

Drama Festival Judge’s Evaluation Form 

 

Name or Number of School _______________________________________________________ 

Play __________________________________________  Author ________________________ 

The acting, directing and technical aspects of production should all be considered as a whole in the critic’s 

evaluation. Since schools are required to keep the amount of scenery to a minimum, the critic is to evaluate 

the technical aspects of the play in terms of performer’s adaption to and use of stage, lighting, and furniture 

available. Choice of play should not be a criterion in your ranking; rather, the critic should evaluate how well 

the play chosen was presented. Critics are necessarily allowed some leeway in appraising the performances. 

We wish the following factors considered as basic, however: 

1. Characterization and Interpretation – Was there a complete bodily and mental recreation of 

characters by the actors? Were their reactions to other actors correct and effective? Were the 

interpretations of the roles believable? Was there sufficient motivation, action, and reaction? 

2. Voice and Diction – Could you hear the actors distinctly? Was there variety of rate and inflection? 

Was pronunciation and articulation properly done and in keeping with the play? 

3. Plot  Development – Was the production unified? If a cutting, was it a complete and understandable 

unit? Did ensemble carry the situation to a suitable climax? Did the characterizations and action 

advance the plot? 

4. Direction – Were the roles appropriately cast? Was the theme or main idea of the play brought out? 

Was there evidence of effectiveness of the director’s influence over mechanics of stage business, 

balance, proportion, emphasis, placing, grouping, and movement of the players on stage and in 

creation of mood? Were the time limits observed? 

5. Tempo – Was the pace in keeping with the general idea of the play? Was there smoothness, variety, 

and appropriateness in the movement of the play? 

6. Make-Up and Costumes – Although no extra credit should be allowed for unusual or elaborate 

costuming or make-up, were these reasonably convincing and appropriate for the creation of the 

illusion? 

7. Total Effectiveness – What was the total impression of the production upon you, the critic? 

8. Critique – Please continue your comments on the back. 

 

 

Signed______________________________________________________________________ 

(Judge) 

 

Play’s Overall Rating _______________________________  (Superior, Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor) 

More than one (1) play may be given the same rating. 

AND/OR 

Play’s Rank _________________ (1st,2nd, 3rd, etc.) More than one play may NOT be given the same rank. 


